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Testimony of Ministry

My name is Rustam Effendi, | was born in Sintang -
West Kalimantan 52 years ago. | am the 7th of 12
siblings (6 brothers and 6 sisters). My grandparents
came from China and migrated to Indonesia as traders.
My father was born in Indonesia. My family is Christian.
My father is a merchant.

Since | was little, | was taught to trade. For Chinese,
boys have to continue their parents' business. After
school, | have to help out at the shop. During holidays, |
have to help my parents take care of the business. My
father hopes that after | finish high school, | can do
business like him.

Since childhood, | never dreamed of becoming a
Servant of God. My goal is also to become an
entrepreneur. God has other plans. Isaiah 55:8, “‘For
My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways
My ways,’ says the Lord.”

When | was in 3rd grade in high school, God changed
my life. God changed my ideals. God called me to be a
Servant of God. There was a time The Lord showed me
in a vision that there were many people waiting for you,
they needed to be saved. | asked God, what does this
mean? Since then, when | went to school and came
home from school, almost every day for a long time, |
often listened to my ears as if someone was singing
very melodious spiritual hymns. There is a song that |
still remember which reads: “... My youth was the most
beautiful time when God called me. My youth is the
time | remember. | left all my sins.” This song makes me
restless, uneasy. | asked God, did God call me to be His
Servant? God answers through His Word. John 15:16,
“You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed
you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will
last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the
Father will give you." Oh, finally through my struggle
with God | understood God's will for me. God called me
to be His Servant.

After graduating from high school, | made the decision
to enter Bible Seminary. | ask permission from
Father/Mother and brothers. | said that | want to be a
Servant of God and | will go to study in Seminary. Of
course, they were really shocked hearing what | said.
They said, “You can’t go because you have to help take
care of the family business. If you want to go to college,
don't go to Bible College. You can study in Economics so
that after graduation you can continue your father's
business.” | stick to my decision because God's calling
was very strong. | still followed God's call and entered
Seminary even though | got rejection from my family.
During the five years in the Seminary, my family did not
give me tuition because they were very angry, but God
was so kind and always provided what | needed. After
finishing college, when | graduated | told my father and
mother to attend my graduation and they attended.
Finally, there was a restoration of my relationship with
my parents. | was so grateful to God.

| started ministry in Pontianak, West Kalimantan when |
graduated. | was very active in serving. Praise God that
in a few years | was able to plant several new churches.
At one point, a church | served was rejected by Muslims
and my church was burned down. At that time, | was
caught by them and brought in the middle of a
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demonstration period. | was thrown with stones and
forced to make a statement asking me to close the
church. Praise the Lord until now the church is still
exist.

God continues to bless my ministry even though there
are many challenges. In 1999 | married Tjhia Kho Kim.
We are blessed with two daughters. We continue to
serve actively in Pontianak, West Kalimantan. God
entrusts me to serve as Pastor, | teach at Pontianak
Seminary and God entrusts me as the General
Secretary, Regional Board in West Kalimantan Alliance
Church. Alliance churches in West Kalimantan, which
served 450 local churches in the countryside of West
Kalimantan until 2008.

Back then in 2006, the Chairman of Indonesia Alliance
Church, gave the confidence that my family and |
would be willing to be sent to become Missionaries in
Hong Kong. | told my wife the plan. We wrestled with
the plan. My wife and | felt unprepared and unsuitable
for serving in Hong Kong. We are already comfortable
serving in Pontianak and how should we leave it and
start the new ministry? We continue to pray. We are
still looking for God's will. We keep telling God we are
not ready to be sent as Missionaries to Hong Kong. We
do not speak English or Mandarin. How can we serve
our Lord well there? We continued to pray from 2006
to 2007, for one year.

We asked for answers from God, we asked for a sign
from God if God called us and sent us to serve in Hong
Kong. God answered our prayers with the Word of God,
2 Corinthians 4:1, "By the grace of God we have
received this ministry. Therefore, we do not lose
heart." | asked God again in prayer, “Lord do You really
send us to Hong Kong? We don't speak English and
Mandarin or any Cantonese?” We seek advice from
several Missionaries serving in Indonesia and to our
leaders. They gave the answer: “If missionaries from
abroad serve in Indonesia, they have to learn
Indonesian because they serve Indonesians. You will
serve Indonesians who work in Hong Kong, so you can
use Indonesian. If God sent you to serve in Hong Kong,
surely God will make your ministry successful. You just
try it, if you don't succeed, you can return to Indonesia
to serve.” Finally, my wife and | made a decision, our
Lord accepted this ministry, send us.

We left Indonesia on 5 March 2008 and arrived in Hong
Kong 6 March 2008. There were many difficulties,
challenges at the beginning of our ministry. We started
the ministry, our children had difficulty of studying, my
wife was sick and we had difficulty communicating and
many other problems. God keeps reminding us with His
Word. 2 Corinthians 4: 1-15. God will give us abundant
strength (verse 7); therefore have no fear (verse 8-15).
God comforted us with His Word.

Praise God, for 13 years we have served in Hong Kong.
There are many Indonesians who have heard the
gospel through our ministry. There are many Muslims
who already believe Lord Jesus and got baptized. God
comforted us through the people who were saved.
Finally, | express my gratitude to the Fairview Park
Alliance Church, which has supported our ministry.
Jesus bless you.
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