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Indonesia Fellowship

Rev. Rustam Effendi

“But ye shall receive power, after that
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.” (Act 1:8-KJV)

Serving in the midst of Covid-19 brings
lots of experiences and many challenges.
Because of the pandemic, some
congregations or members have lost their
jobs, had financial, psychological,
emotional problems, returned  to
Indonesia forever and faced many more
crises caused by Covid-19.

But thanks be to God, who always leads
us as captives in Christ’s triumphal
procession and uses us to spread the
aroma of the knowledge of him
everywhere (2 Corinthians 2:14-NIV). In
the midst of the difficulties we face, God
always helps, strengthens and comforts.
All of this is inseparable from the
prayers of all of you who have always
faithfully supported us in prayers.

The ministries this year are divided into
several categories, including:
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1.Activities when the church is closed

e Worship using Zoom, Facebook and WhatsApp
e Services and counseling

2. Activities when the church reopens

e Praise God all services in the church have
returned to normal.

e Worship, prayer meeting and rehearsal are as
scheduled.

3. Public Holiday Activities

e Picnic together on November 6, 2021 to Sai
Kung.

e Holidays by dividing church members into
small groups: visited beaches, went hiking and
went to other tourist attractions so that during
the Covid-19 period the congregation can still
meet to strengthen each others.

Hopefully the situation will be fully normal in the
future. All glory to God alone. Amen.

Christmas Day -
_— - NE— .
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Filipino Fellowship

Rev. Eppie Carol B. Ilidan

After lifting the ban on social gatherings
in 2021, we were able to enjoy each
presence though it was limited to 50%,
and were able to attend the 40th
Anniversary of Fairview Park Alliance
Church via live streaming. Though we
were not able to understand the message
that the speaker had spoken, still we were
blessed because there were sisters who
joined the worship and relayed to us
about the message.

Last October was our Missions Month
with the theme “How to Remain Faithful
to the Great Commission in this Time of
Crisis?” We featured 5 countries,
knowing their culture, religion, and
practices. Each of the groups was given a
task to represent the country that we
featured. We had our culmination on 14th
November, 2021.

December is the most special month for
sisters because it’s the time for them to
celebrate Christmas in the Philippines
with their loved ones. However, due to
the pandemic, their vacation was put on
hold. The Fellowship did celebrate the
said occasion, such as cooking Filipino
foods and delicacies and enjoying each
present as a family away from home.

The Filipino Fellowship has been tested
in their service and faith to God, thinking
that the pandemic ends, but it rose again
and I was notified that no fellowship and

worship. It caused the church to close
again from January 20, 2022. [ waited for
the cases to go down, but God is gracious
and true to his promises even the gates of
hell could not prevail against it. He used
the technology to reach the sisters
through live streaming on 11 Sundays
(almost 4 months) and we needed to
follow the government’s protocol as we
followed the commands in Romans 13.
For the sisters to sustain them in their
spiritual life and growth, we recorded
early morning devotions with prayers
being sent to them before they started
their daily routine at their employer’s
house and coped with different
challenges of the day and did their tasks
with a positive attitude.

Thankfully, the church was back on 24
March 2022, though the employer was
still reluctant to let their foreign
domestic helper attend the church for the
fear of infections of Covid19 OMICRON
variant. And it takes another month for
them to attend the church. Some were
allowed to go out for their holiday but
not in the church and to stay at the park.
It was a spiritual battle and through the
Facebook livestream still they could hear
the Word of God.

There are sisters who move from other
countries, like Dubai, Poland, Italy,
Sweden, and Spain for a greener pasture.
Some got a student visa and others went
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home for good and enjoy their retirement
with their loved ones. While others
sisters planned to have her own family
since she had been the breadwinner for
her family and supported the schooling of
her siblings.

There were sisters who got infected
together with their employers and wards
and they just stayed at their respective
flats even though they had completed the
vaccine and booster shots. Some got
chicken pox. Some were isolated.

In tweekday’says group (Friday and
Saturday) we went out and stayed at the
Park. Sometimes we went to other places
and had our worship, fellowship, biking
and swimming. One of our experiences
was when we went to the beach at Big
Wave Bay at Shek-O, we were excited to
enjoy the big waves but it was closed.

During 1st July statutory holiday, we
went to Ma Wan Island to enjoy the day
even though it rained hard. It did not stop
us to enjoy the beach.

We just celebrated the 22nd year of the
Filipino Fellowship with the theme
“SOAR HIGH 2022” in this activity. We
had an indoor game, reviewing the past
years on how the fellowship started and
remembering the two trailblazers who are
now gone with the King of Kings, the
late Rev. Primo Matab and the late Pastor
Lucila B. Jingco. We acknowledged their
labor of love and how God used them in
the ministry from 2000-2006.

Before we started the celebration, the
Praise and Worship team sang praises
and worship songs declaring how they
were able to stand the test of time by
sharing their life verse. Pastor Agnes Ma
was our guest speaker during our 22nd
Anniversary on July 31, 2022. In Exodus
32:1-6 the story of the Golden Calf, we
need to look back and refocus on how we
committed our lives to Jesus. There are
two kinds of idols: we have the external
(materials things, career, dreams etc.)
and internal (there are many

things that occupies our heart full of
idols). She quoted Romans 12:1-2,
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and
sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and pleasing to God—this is your true
and proper worship. Do not conform to
the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will.”

Indeed, it was a success. Everyone
enjoyed the indoor games. Each received
their prizes and each were renewed and
refreshed. After our worship we ended it
with prayer and thanksgiving and got
together at the table prepared by the
kitchen committee headed by Sister
Soledad Rivera. We were blessed not
only on the physical aspect but also
spiritual aspect and there were visitors
came.

During weekdays Gospel was being
shared and she accepted Jesus as Lord
and Savior. She just had her total
hysterectomy and ovarian cyst stage 3
cancer and will undergo chemotherapy.

Being a Foreign Domestic Helper’s
Pastor in this Fellowship, their cares,
disappointments, frustrations losses of a
loved ones, separation, a sudden
termination of contract, relationship
within the group, sickness, joys, and
victories gives me more understanding
and can relate how they felt during those
moment  of  tests. Praying  and
encouraging words from the Word of
God can ease their hurts and pain. Let go
and move forward. There are always
hope and blessings ahead. When God
closes the door, He opens a window.

Time flies so fast and the Mother Church
is celebrating another year of God’s
faithfulness. Though the church has been
tested in different areas still God is in
control and proves His faithfulness and
Sovereign in all things. To God be the

glory!
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